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I‘ We Lested 42 hlenders to see how well they made

these drinks (and put them to work grinding cof-
fee beans and chopping onions). We also looked
at how easy they were to use and clean (most jars
are dishwasher-safe), and how helpful manuals
and customer service were, What we learned:
Complicated controls, high wattages, and steep
prices don’l always mean peak performance.
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A design innavation in

the 1960s, Heller's stack-
ing MAX 1 Dinnerware ($10
perdinner plate) has up-
turned sides that handily
contain food if you're min-
gling while sating, The
melamine washed beaut
fully and resisted braak
ing and chipping,

though cutting an it

left scratches: n

white only.

For sheasr "wow" factor, Le

Cadeaux Melamine Collections (574 to 517
er dinner plated is worth a look. |0 fact at
firat glance, it's difficult to tell thatit's not real
china. The 22 stunning patterns—from tradi-
tional Provencal to graphic prints—won't fade
in the dishwashar or become stained fram
Food; but knlves rmay serateh tham. The pieces
may also chip or break if dinged or dropped.
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Firstintroduced 40 years ago, the propriatary
glass of Corelle's Livingware (above, 540 or a 16-picce
sty is still the gold standard for versatility in casual dishes.
Dishwasher- and microwave-safe, it's alsascratch- and
chip-resistant. Plates survived falls onte a wood flaor, but
che sample shatterec on slate, Individual plates. bowls,
and mugs also available, In 28 patterns

ALFRESCO LIGHTING

For dinners after dark, candles are an
ambience go-to. They are also easily
blown out by the wind=—and can be a
fire hazard. Luckily, the latest battary-

powered faux candles and lanterns
look like the real thing, and long-
lasting LED bulbs and lithium batteries
mean many hours of burming time. For
a raview of the offerings, go to good
housgkeeping.com/foutdoorlighting.
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